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Disinterment
at Unknowns Tomb
could be decided
by end of month

By  St. Louis Post-Dispatch
ST. LOUIS — The Department of

Defense will decide within weeks
whether to disinter remains in the
Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington
National Cemetery to determine if
they are those of Lt. Michael Joseph
Blassie of St. Louis.

That was the pledge made to Sen.
Christopher Bond, R-Mo. Bond and
fellow Missouri Republican Sen. John
Ashcroft have been pressing the de-
partment for the past two months to
find out if Blassie’s remains were
buried there in 1980. If so, they want
them returned to his family.

Blassie, a decorated Air Force hero
and son of Jean Blassie of Florissant,
Mo., was shot down in May 1972 over
the South Vietnamese jungle near An
Loc. News reports in January charged
that the military may have reclassified
remains thought to be Blassie’s to
unidentified status in 1980.

The reports said this was done be-
cause an unidentified body was need-
ed to satisfy a request by then-Presi-
dent Reagan to place the body of a
Vietnam War soldier in the tomb with
those of men killed in earlier wars.

Defense Undersecretary Rudy
DeLeon is overseeing the investiga-
tion. 

His spokesman, Army Lt. Col. Tom
Begines, said that the review by a
team of high-ranking Air Force and
Army officers was a very complicated
and delicate one, dealing with an un-
precedented situation, evidence a
quarter of a century old and scores of
competing claims by other families of
men missing in action from the Viet-
nam War.

He stressed that the department
wished to avoid “violating the sancti-
ty” of the Tomb of the Unknowns if at
all possible.

WASHINGTON (AP) - Speaker Newt
Gingrich said Thursday the dismissal of a
sexual harassment lawsuit against Presi-
dent Clinton will have no impact on
House preparations for possible impeach-
ment.

“I think none,” Gingrich said in an in-
terview. “Everything depends on what
Judge Starr decides,” he added, referring
to Kenneth Starr, the independent counsel
probing Whitewater and other issues.

Under Gingrich’s guidance, House Re-
publicans have begun rudimentary prepa-
rations in case Starr submits a report out-
lining evidence of impeachable offenses
by the president.

Not everyone agreed with Gingrich’s
assessment.

“The political atmospherics have
changed in the president’s favor,” follow-
ing the dismissal of Paula Jones’ lawsuit
on Wednesday, said Sen. Arlen Specter,
R-Pa.

In comments to reporters in the Capitol,
Specter said of the preparations under
way in the House: “They may put it into
reverse. They may put it into neutral. You
don’t have to have it in overdrive. Maybe

they’ll be affected by some of the facts.”
Sen. Robert Torricelli, D-N.J., a strong

defender of the president, suggested that
even some vocal critics of Clinton might
decide to let the issue drop.

“You will find people who were strong
partisans against the president and lead-
ing the cause against him will go on to
other matters,” he said. “Mr. Starr for a
period of time will continue with his in-
vestigation but will soon realize he does-
n’t have political support,” Torricelli said.

For his part, Starr told reporters outside
his home during the day that his is “not a
political job” and the investigation is con-
tinuing.

In the interview, a part of a 14-city tour
to mark the publication of his new book,
Gingrich said he doubted Starr’s own
timetable would be affected by dismissal
of Jones’ lawsuit. He also said he doubt-
ed there was political risk involved for
Republicans, whom Democrats accuse of
being impatient to launch impeachment
proceedings.

“All we need to do is be calm and wait
for Judge Starr,” he said. “We have no
risk.”

Impeachment work rests
on Starr effort, not Jones’

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)
— U.N. arms experts have
successfully completed
the first searches of Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein’s
eight palaces, the head of
the diplomatic group
monitoring the visits said
today.

The mission was com-
pleted Thursday night af-
ter the second round of in-
spections of the Republi-
can Palace in Baghdad,
the seat of the Iraqi gov-
ernment, Ambassador
Jayantha Dhanapala told
reporters.

“With that we have con-
cluded the round of initial
sites, all eight of them,” he
said.

The disarmament ex-
perts have been conduct-
ing a nationwide search
since 1991 for informa-
tion on Iraq’s weapons of
mass destruction but were
only given access to the
palaces under a Feb. 23
accord that Iraq signed
with Annan.

The mission “was pro-
fessionally concluded. As
far as the experts are con-
cerned, they were able to

fulfill their mandated
task,” said Dhanapala, the
U.N.’s top disarmament
expert.

The diplomats will
leave Baghdad on Satur-
day after finishing a report
that Dhanapala will sub-
mit to U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan in
New York, he said.

The “successful imple-
mentation (of the accord)
in the first round of visits”
has helped to improve re-
lations between Iraq and
the United Nations, the se-
nior diplomat said.

Inspectors complete palace work
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WASHINGTON (AP) — After avert-
ing a conservative revolt, Republicans
pushed a $1.73 trillion federal budget for
1999 through the Senate Thursday that
promises modest tax reductions, healthy
surpluses and little of what President
Clinton wants for schools, child care and
health.

The 57-41 vote came only after GOP
leaders promised five disgruntled conser-
vative senators they would pursue more
than the $30 billion in tax cuts over five
years proposed in the fiscal blueprint.
Had the five Republicans carried out
their threat to oppose the budget mea-
sure, they could have blocked it and dealt
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-
Miss., a humiliating election-year rebuff.

Bigger tax reductions would raise the

likelihood of a campaign-season clash
with Clinton, who proposed $24 billion
in tax cuts through 2003. 

Some Republicans say they  believe
such a fight would energize conservative
voters for the November election. But
others, citing polls showing that few
Americans consider lowering taxes a top
priority, fear the tactic would be damag-
ing politically.

“The American people deserve more,
and I believe this is a major step in the di-
rection of moving us toward more” tax
cuts, said Sen. John Ashcroft, R-Mo., a
potential 2000 presidential contender and
a leader of the rebellious conservatives.

Instead of the $30 billion tax cut envi-
sioned in the Senate budget, the conserv-
atives said Lott and other leaders

promised them Congress would ultimate-
ly pursue at least what the House propos-
es in its budget later this spring, a figure
that may reach $60 billion or more.

The leaders also vowed to make elimi-
nating the so-called marriage penalty the
top GOP tax-cutting priority this year, the
conservatives said. Eliminating the high-
er tax rates that apply to some people
when they marry has become a prime
goal for social conservatives and many
Republicans in Congress.

Sen. Rod Grams, R-Minn., called the
agreement with Senate leaders a victory
for conservatives.

Joining Ashcroft and Grams were Sens.
Sam Brownback of Kansas; James In-
hofe of Oklahoma; and Bob Smith of
New Hampshire.

Senate OKs $1.73 trillion budget

By Washington Post
WASHINGTON — The Internal Rev-

enue Service, worried about the time it
will take to fix Year 2000 computer prob-
lems, has asked the Senate Finance Com-
mittee to delay several provisions of its
bill overhauling agency operations.

The restructuring bill would ease some
tax penalties and give taxpayers impor-
tant new rights in disputes with the
agency. But the proposed legislative
changes also would require the IRS to
rewrite programs for its computer sys-
tems, a task that would interfere with the
agency’s timetable for year 2000 repairs.

Internal Revenue Commissioner
Charles Rossotti, in a letter Tuesday to
Senate Finance Chairman William Roth

Jr., R-Del., suggested that the effective
dates for several provisions be put off
generally from the expected date of en-
actment, probably later this year, until
Jan. 31, 2000, and July 31, 2000.

The date problem stems from how
many computer systems use a two-digit
dating system that assumes 1 and 9 are
the first two digits of the year.

Without specialized reprogramming,
the systems will recognize “00” not as
2000 but 1900.

The IRS plans to spend $850 million
through fiscal 1999 updating and testing
about 75,000 computer application pro-
grams, 1,400 minicomputers, more than
100,000 desktop computers and more
than 80 mainframe computers.

Delay possible in IRS overhaulNo carrier,
no punch?

By Stars and Stripes
NAPLES, Italy - When no Marines

and no aircraft carrier are in the
Mediterranean, American interests
here are at risk, Vice Admiral
Charles S. Abbot recently told Con-
gress.
Though the Marines returned, the

carrier left for home this week —
with no immediate successor. And
that comes after only a brief visit to
European waters after months of
cruising the Persian Gulf.
So now, as the George Washington

cruises somewhere between Spain
and Virginia, it leaves this politically
fragile, sun-washed part of the world
without one of America’s major sym-
bols of sea might: a complete carrier
group, imposing enough to deter
some aggressors and tough enough to
deliver a big punch when diplomacy
fails.
“The admiral is always happiest

when he has both an amphibious
readiness group and a carrier in the
Med,” said Cmdr. Brian Cullin, a
spokesman for the Sixth Fleet.
For the most part, the Mediter-

ranean has been without a carrier
since November.

Let Puerto Rico
decide, senator says

WASHINGTON (AP) — Puerto Rico
should hold its own referendum on
whether to become the 51st state before
Congress takes any action on the issue,
the chairman of a key Senate committee
said Thursday.

“What is the will of the people?” asked
Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Alaska.

Despite the suggestion to slow down
and indications the full Senate isn’t like-
ly to take up a bill authorizing a political
status vote by Puerto Ricans this year,
the island’s governor said he wasn’t giv-
ing up.
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DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — The Clin-
tons — Bill and Hillary — came to the
end of a long African trip Thursday hap-
py about the dismissal of Paula Jones’
sexual harassment suit. The first lady
said they always felt “it would turn out
fine.”

As he stepped off a helicopter late at
night and began the walk up the South
Lawn toward the White House, the pres-
ident said, “This old place looks good.
I’m glad to be home.”

Earlier, Clinton said he was looking
forward to returning home after 12 days
of traveling to continue “the work of the
very ambitious agenda we’ve got there.”

About the Jones lawsuit, the president
said, “Obviously I’m pleased. And I think
the judge’s opinion speaks for itself.”

Told that Whitewater prosecutor Ken-
neth Starr said the decision would not af-
fect his criminal investigations of Clin-
ton, the president replied, “I don’t have
any comment on Mr. Starr.”

Back home, many Americans awoke to
a television picture of Clinton chomping
a cigar and tapping an African drum after
the suit’s dismissal. He also strummed a
guitar. The instruments were brought by
African merchants, and the picture of a

happy president was captured through
the window of his hotel suite by a Fox
News camera.

Separately, Rodham Clinton spoke
about the ruling.

“Both Bill and I have felt throughout
this whole thing that it would turn out
fine, either at a trial or more appropriate-
ly as the judge ruled, based on the fact
there was no evidence to support these
groundless claims,” the first lady told
American Urban Radio Network.

“So for us, we’ve paid very little atten-
tion to it,” she said.

“Our job has been to do everything we
could to make America a better place. ...
We haven’t let any of this other stuff di-
vert us — which is really one of the goals
of the people behind all of it ... to try to
divert the president’s energy, discourage
people,” Rodham Clinton said. “It hasn’t
worked. And it will never work because
we know what the truth is and we know
what we’re trying to accomplish for our
country and we just work on it every sin-
gle day.”

Jesse Jackson, who traveled with the
president as his special envoy to Africa,
said the Clintons were in a “reflective”
mood after receiving the news.

Americans like 
Clinton Africa trip

WASHINGTON (AP) — A block
from the White House, a bright or-
ange banner screams for attention
from a shop hidden among a long
gray line of brick buildings:
“African Art — 50 Percent Off.”

Inside, owner Yasser Hijazi is alone
with his wares, 100-year-old
Cameroon fertility masks carved
from ebony, magical trinkets, wood-
en chairs for African chieftains made
from the hard heart of teak.

“Africa is the continent of the 21st
century,” says Nigerian-born Haviz,
31, whose family has roots among
Lebanese traders.

It is an outlook that reflects Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s new attention to
Africa, but not one shared by all of
the Americans interviewed by Asso-
ciated Press reporters while Clinton
was on his 12-day, six-nation African
trip.

The president and Hillary Rodham
Clinton returned to the White House
on Thursday night.

Some Americans echo Clinton’s
hope for a strong U.S.-African rela-
tionship based on trade.

ATLANTA (AP) — The Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s widow called for a
commission to investigate her hus-
band’s assassination Thursday, two
days before the 30th anniversary of his
slaying.

Coretta Scott King called for a meet-
ing with President Clinton to discuss
possible new evidence and recent de-
velopments in the case and to ask him
to initiate a new investigation.

King said she would like to see an in-
vestigative commission with the au-
thority to provide immunity and pro-
tection for anyone who comes forward
to tell what they know about King’s
death.

“My family and I are still appealing
for justice,” King said outside her hus-
band’s crypt at the Martin Luther
King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social
Change.

The family has pushed unsuccessful-

ly for a trial for James Earl Ray, who
confessed to the killing in 1969 but lat-
er recanted.

“I am very clear that it is morally
wrong to make Mr. Ray the scapegoat
when he has never had a trial, and
there is mounting evidence that others
were involved,” King said.

King was joined by her sons, Dexter
and Martin III, and former U.N. Am-
bassador Andrew Young, who accused
authorities of being reluctant to test
the rifle Ray allegedly used to kill King
and for failing to interview people who
claim to have information pointing to
a conspiracy.

“Those questions have not been
faced by the people who want to close
this investigation,” said Young, a for-
mer Atlanta mayor and King lieu-
tenant during the 1960s.

Last year, Dexter King visited Ray,
who is serving a 99-year sentence.

Clinton ‘glad to be home’

King widow calls for commission
to reinvestigate assassination

Quick action vowed
on credit union bill

WASHINGTON (AP) — Key senators
on Thursday promised quick action on a
popular House-passed measure to help
credit unions, and the banking industry
girded for another fight before the legis-
lation reaches President Clinton.

The bipartisan bill, which won a 411-8
House vote on Wednesday, would over-
ride a recent Supreme Court ruling by al-
lowing federally chartered credit unions
to continue to include more than one
group in their memberships.

For months, a feverish lobbying cam-
paign has pitted the banking industry —
which brought the lawsuit that ended up
in the high court — against the 70 mil-
lion-member credit union industry. Cred-
it unions are able to compete with banks
by often providing lower-cost loans and
other services at more favorable rates for
their members, a source of irritation for
many smaller, community banks.

Sen. Alfonse D’Amato, R-N.Y., chair-
man of the Senate Banking Committee,
pledged prompt action.
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NEW YORK (AP) — A
record of the shameful treat-
ment of Japanese-Americans
by their country during World
War II has been brought to the
halls of Ellis Island, once the
portal to the New World for
millions of immigrants.

The exhibit — which focus-
es on how 120,000 West
Coast citizens and permanent
residents were imprisoned
without trial on the basis of
race — also includes a look at
a little-remembered side of
Ellis Island: its role as
wartime detention center.

Some 6,000 people consid-
ered enemy aliens — mostly
Germans and Italians, and
some Japanese — were in-

terned there between 1941
and 1946.

The traveling version of the
acclaimed Los Angeles exhib-
it, “America’s Concentration
Camps: Remembering the
Japanese American Experi-
ence” opened a nine-month
stay at Ellis Island’s immigra-
tion museum Thursday night.

Its purpose “is not to cry
about the past, but to present a
very dark chapter in American
history so that we learn from
the past, so that this doesn’t
happen again,” curator Karen
Ishizuka said this week.

“We have teachers training
Saturdays on Ellis Island and
out of 50, only 10 knew any-
thing about that time,” she

said.
Many who lived through the

era are part of the silence,
Ishizuka said, citing a former
internee now in her 70s who
told her: “I can’t bring myself
to see the exhibit. It is still too
painful to me personally to
come to grips with it.”

Another former detainee,
Professor Setsuko Nishi of
City University of New York,
was a Los Angeles teen-ager
when she and her family were
rounded up and held for five
months in the stables of Santa
Anita racetrack.

Through the help of Quak-
ers, Nishi was able to enter
Washington University in St.
Louis and live there with a

caring family. But her parents
and siblings were shipped to
the Gila River camp in Ari-
zona and spent the next three
years behind wire.

“I vowed that as long as my
family was in the camp, I
would not take a second help-
ing of food,” Nishi said. “It’s
only in recent years that I
have been able to say this to
anyone, even my own family.

“I don’t feel that there’s real
closure yet. A majority of the
people in the United States
still don’t know what hap-
pened or why. We’re all still
vulnerable to scapegoating,”
said Nishi, a sociologist
whose field is American race
relations.

WWII treatment of Japanese-Americans
detailed in new Ellis Island exhibition

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Food
and Drug Administration issued an ur-
gent warning to hospitals and eye doc-
tors Thursday to avoid using a medical
sterilizer believed responsible for some
vision-crippling eye injuries.

Illinois-based Abtox Inc. began recall-
ing 155 Abtox Plazlyte Sterilization Sys-
tems sold around the country, in addition
to sterilizers sold abroad.

To be certain U.S. hospitals got the
message, the FDA issued its own warn-
ing Thursday that hospitals that own the
system should stop using them, should
not use any eye instruments previously
sterilized on them and should alert oph-
thalmologists to check on their patients.

The FDA never approved the ma-
chines, said Dr. Bruce Burlington, the
FDA’s medical device chief.

The problem appears to be confined to
sterilization of cataract surgery equip-
ment, he said.

Somehow, the sterilizing chemicals in-
terfere with nonferrous metals in the sur-
gical instruments to produce toxic min-
eral salts. Those salts damage the cells
responsible for pumping water out of the
eye’s cornea, Burlington explained.

If the cells don’t work properly, the
cornea gets clouded, blisters appear and
vision can be so damaged that people
need corneal transplants, he said.

The FDA knows of 10 patients who
have suffered corneal damage following
the cataract surgery, including two who
so far have had corneal transplants. It is
following up on unconfirmed reports of
another half dozen cases, Burlington
said.�

FDA warns of medical sterilizerFreed whale loses
radio transmitter

SAN DIEGO (AP) — J.J., the young
gray whale raised in captivity and re-
leased into the Pacific Ocean, lost one of
her tracking transmitter packs after three
days at sea.

Sea World researchers following her
by boat Thursday recovered the pack,
which fit like a saddle on her back. They
believed it became dislodged when she
brushed against the ocean floor foraging
for food.

“They were designed to break away so
they wouldn’t cause any damage to the
animal,” researcher Pam Yochem said
Thursday. “This wasn’t unexpected.
That’s why we fitted her with two
packs.”

The remaining transmitter pack, near
her blow hole, was working fine  Thurs-
day morning.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Asian finan-
cial turmoil dealt a setback to U.S. man-
ufacturers but otherwise the American
economy has continued at full steam. A
drop in applications for unemployment
benefits showed strong demand for labor.

Orders to U.S. factories fell 0.9 percent
in February, the Commerce Department

said Thursday. For the most part that re-
flected a 32.8 percent plunge in aircraft
orders although demand also slackened
for electronic equipment, textiles and pe-
troleum products.

The Asian crisis apparently hasn’t hurt
the U.S. market. The Labor Department
said the number of applications filed at

state offices for unemployment benefits
fell 5,000 to a seasonally adjusted
309,000 last week.

A four-week average of benefit claims,
which smoothes weekly fluctuations,
rose 1,000 to 308,250. But it was the av-
erage’s eighth consecutive week below
310,000, the longest stretch in 10 years.

American economy continues full speed ahead
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Brazilian president
shuffles his Cabinet

By Associated Press
BRASILIA, Brazil — President Fer-

nando Henrique Cardoso continued his
pre-election cabinet shuffle Thursday,
extinguishing two ministries and creat-
ing a new one.

Cardoso eliminated the Ministry of
Political Coordination and the Ministry
of Sports, which was headed by soccer
legend Pélé, presidential spokesman
Sergio Amaral said.

Spain names Cuba envoy
MADRID, Spain — Spain’s conserv-

ative government named an ambassador
to Cuba on Thursday, ending a 16-
month rift that had plunged relations
with Fidel Castro’s government to an
all-time low.

The appointment of Eduardo Junco, a
52-year-old career diplomat, paves the
way for King Juan Carlos to visit the
Caribbean island for the first time later
this year.

Police intercept bomb
BELFAST, Northern Ireland — Irish

police intercepted a car bomb destined
for England on Thursday as deepening
acrimony between Protestant leaders
and the Irish government troubled
Northern Ireland’s peace talks.

The British and Irish prime ministers,
Tony Blair and Bertie Ahern, later held
their second late-night conference in as
many days over their different require-
ments for the political future of British-
ruled Northern Ireland.

They bade each other a cordial
farewell at the front door of Blair’s of-
ficial London residence but declined
comment. When reporters shouted to
Ahern asking whether he’d made
progress, the Irish premier nodded.

VW raises Rolls bid
LONDON — Volkswagen has en-

tered a new bid for Rolls-Royce Motor
Cars in an attempt to snatch the deal for
the British luxury car maker away from
BMW, The Financial Times said Friday.

The newspaper reported that Volk-
swagen had sent its new offer to Rolls-
Royce parent company Vickers PLC on
Monday morning. The bid includes an
offer for Vickers’ engine manufacturer,
Cosworth.

Vickers confirmed Thursday it had
received the new bid, but refused to
give other details.

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South
Korea’s Grand National Party has swept
all four parliamentary by-elections, ac-
cording to official results released today,
a feat that analysts said could help close
the ranks of the faction-ridden opposition
party.

The by-elections were held Thursday
in areas considered opposition strong-
holds and were called to fill vacancies
left by the withdrawal or deaths of oppo-
sition legislators.

Vote counting continued until early this
morning.

The by-elections were seen as a weath-
er vane of the direction of the opposition
party, which lost presidential elections in
December but still holds a majority in the
299-member National Assembly, or Par-
liament.

With as many as 160 legislators in the
single-chamber Assembly, the opposition

party was expected to avoid a split — at
least for the time being, analysts said.

Some observers had predicted that the
loss of even a single seat in the by-elec-
tions would trigger an immediate split-up
of the opposition party, which has been in
disarray since its defeat in the Dec. 18
presidential contest.

President Kim Dae-jung’s coalition
government, on the other hand, had
hoped a strong showing for the ruling
parties in the by-elections would provide
an opportunity to realign the political
balance in South Korea.

Kim Dae-jung’s party, the National
Congress for New Politics, allied itself
with another minor opposition party, the
United Liberal Party, to boost his
chances of winning last year’s election.
The two parties control a combined 122
legislative seats.

Party sweeps S. Korea vote

BOGOTÁ, Colombia
(AP) — One of four
American bird-watchers
kidnapped last week by
leftist rebels in Colombia
escaped from his captors
Thursday, the army said.

Thomas Fiore of New
York City was in the cus-
tody of the air force, Gen.
Freddy Padilla, the re-
gional army commander,
told Radionet radio.

“We’re very happy,”
Padilla said. “He’s in an
air force helicopter.”

Details of Fiore’s condi-
tion or how he eluded his

captors were not immedi-
ately known. The U.S.
Embassy in Bogotá had
no comment.

Padilla did not say
where Fiore would be tak-
en.

Fiore and three other
Americans stumbled upon
a roadblock set up south
of the capital by the Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, the nation’s
largest and most powerful
rebel group, on Mar. 23.
An Italian businessman
and several Colombians
also remain kidnapped.

Comandante Romana,
the local rebel leader, had
said the foreignors would
probably have to pay a
ransom and that the nego-
tiations could take be-
tween six months and a
year.

He also warned the cap-
tives would be killed if
rebels determined they
were U.S. government
agents.

The group of Americans
that included Fiore were
on a bird-watching expe-
dition on a road notorious
for rebel activity.

American flees Colombian abductors

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) —
Prince Norodom Ranariddh prepared to-
day to leave Cambodia after a turbulent
five-day visit to test the political waters
for the first time since he was deposed as
co-prime minister nine months ago.

Meanwhile, the United Nations Center
for Human Rights began gathering evi-
dence to file a protest to the government
of Cambodian strongman Hun Sen fol-
lowing the beating of a rights worker by
a gang of police and threats against a UN
vehicle that arrived to intervene.

The prince was to leave today for

Bangkok. His return  to Cambodia was
marked by the outbreak of violence, un-
derscoring lingering tension with Hun
Sen following a coup last July that ended
their co-premiership.

Ranariddh returned amid growing pres-
sure on Hun Sen by the international
community, which views Ranariddh’s
role in elections scheduled for July 26 as
a test of whether the vote will be con-
ducted freely and fairly.

Hun Sen has orchestrated protests
against the prince during his stay in Cam-
bodia.

Prince ready to leave Cambodia
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In The Stars and Stripes
10 years ago
April 3, 1988 — The Defense Department ordered 1,300 troops to Panama, where

oppos1tion groups agreed for the first time to negotiate with embattled strongman
Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega.
20 years ago
April 3, 1978 —President Carter, continuing his official visit in Lagos, Nigeria, con-

demned the ìevil and oppressive system of apartheid in South Africa.
30 years ago
April 3, 1968 — A high-ranking U.S. government heart researcher forecast the de-

velopment by 1973 of an implantable artificial heart powered by the bodyís own en-
ergy resources.
40 years ago
April 3, 1958 — In a special message to Congress, President Eisenhower asked Con-

gress to create a new civilian agency to run Americaís space exploration program.
50 years ago
April 3, 1948 —The Air Force brought Americans in Berlin their daily food supply

despite Russian hints of ìmore drastic measuresî in the enforcement of the Soviet re-
strictions on non-Russian traffic to and from Berlin.

CLEVELAND (AP) — A whole lotta
shakin’ was goin’ at the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame and Museum as a bunch of
rock regulars showed up to ring in the
opening of a new inductee wing.

Joe Walsh of the Eagles cut the ribbon
Thursday on the new wing, which re-
places an inductee room that some fans
complained was too square.

“We realized one thing that seemed to
be lacking throughout the museum was
kind of this big sensory overload multi-
media experience,” said Ileen Sheppard-
Gallagher, director of exhibitions. “What
better way to honor the inductees, than to
create a film that represents all of them.”

The hall of fame had been located in a
small, dark and silent room at the top of
a museum pyramid. On the walls were
backlighted glass plaques giving brief
descriptions of each musician.

Visitors complained it felt more like
going to church than a place honoring
James Brown, Jimi Hendrix and 147 oth-
er inductees.

That somber atmosphere is now gone
in favor of an experience that feels like a
cross between watching a concert and a
“rockumentary,” featuring three giant
video screens where film footage, music
and interviews play continuously.

One moment Stevie Wonder is swaying
to “Superstition” — the next a young, un-
wrinkled Mick Jagger is philosophizing
on the difference between the Beatles and
the Rolling Stones (They’re better song-
writers, we’re a better live act, Jagger
says).

Arriving for Thursday’s ceremony
were musicians Michelle Phillips, Bo
Diddley, Ruth Brown, Ike Turner, Sam
Phillips and Little Richard, who showed
up late.

“You can’t do it without me,” Richard
shouted when he climbed up on a stage
10 minutes into the ceremony.

Just outside the new hall, which opens
to the public today, are four kiosks
equipped with headphones where visitors
can listen to 27,000 songs.  

Rock Hall gets new wing Oscars get
own home

After 70 years of wandering between
hotels, theaters and auditoriums, the
Oscars are finally getting a permanent
home.

The Motion Picture Academy and the
city announced plans Thursday for a

$350 million complex in
Hollywood. It will in-
clude a 3,300-seat theater
that will be the site of the
annual Academy Awards
show starting in 2001.
The project will be on

Hollywood Boulevard next to Mann’s
Chinese Theatre — formerly known as
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, the place
where stars have put their hands and
feet in the wet concrete outside. 

In addition to  the proposed  theater,
the project will include a ballroom,
multiplex cinemas, restaurants and
stores.

Gere shows support
Richard Gere met with Indian stu-

dents Thursday and urged them to sup-
port the Dalai Lama.

“What are we going to do about the 6
million Tibetans still living in genocidal
conditions?” the actor said at Jawahar-
lal University.

Gere said he’s been trying to go to
China to promote his views to the com-
munist government.

“Yes, I would love to, but I can’t get
a visa. For four years they haven’t al-
lowed me into the country,” he said.

China sent troops into Tibet in 1950. 
Tibet’s leader fled to India in 1959,

and 120,000 of his countrymen fol-
lowed him into exile.

Star gets the jitters
Marisa Tomei says her sudden star-

dom from My Cousin Vinny left her jit-
tery.

After winning an Oscar in 1993 for
her second film, she said she felt “a lit-
tle exposed all of a sudden, like I was
just naked out there. I guess I got a lit-
tle scared.”

That’s why Tomei went against the
Hollywood grain and took on quirky
roles in smaller films such as Untamed
Heart and Unhook the Stars.

“I chose to play a lot of different
characters with some young directors
and learn as I went along,” she said.

Faces 
’n’

places

WASHINGTON (AP) — A group that
promotes the United Nations says it is
disturbed by a little-noticed verbal slap
at Secretary-General Kofi Annan on the
House floor by one of the most influen-
tial Republican members of Congress.

Rep. Gerald Solomon of New York,
chairman of the House Rules Committee,
said Annan “ought to be horsewhipped.”

Solomon, who is known for his quick
retorts and colorful language, made the

remark a week ago during debate on pay-
ment of U.S. arrears in the United Na-
tions.

Solomon said he has “trouble handing
out any more money to an organization
whose secretary-general, Kofi Annan,
has just cut an appeasement deal with
Saddam Hussein, said that Saddam Hus-
sein is a man he can work with, and
called U.S. weapons inspectors cow-
boys.”

Group says neigh to congressman’s remarks
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By Associated Press
With Tom Penders out, Texas is looking

for a new basketball coach. Arizona State
is still looking because Rick Majerus
wouldn’t buy in.

Majerus, who led Utah to the NCAA
championship game this year, on Thurs-
day turned down Arizona State’s lucra-
tive offer to coach its team. He listed
principles and personal feeling as the rea-
sons why.

“I’ve got recruits coming in,” Majerus
said. “There are people that care about
me, and I care about them.”

Appearing on ESPN’s Up Close with
Chris Myers, Majerus said he made the
decision Thursday afternoon. Arizona
State was hoping to lure Majerus with an
offer reportedly worth $1 million a year.

Majerus met ASU athletic director
Kevin White on Tuesday after Utah lost
the NCAA championship game to Ken-
tucky the previous night.

Majerus said he considered his own
happiness and the happiness of others in
reaching his decision. “It was flattering,”
he said. “I think you should listen. You

explore options.”
Penders, meanwhile, had run out of op-

tions at Texas. Under fire for weeks after
a number of players complained about
the program and threatened to transfer,
Penders settled the four remaining years
of his contract by taking $643,000. He
left as the winningest coach in school his-
tory with a 208-110 record in 10 seasons.

“It is with mixed emotions that I re-
sign,” Penders said. “I dedicated the last
10 years of my life to bringing the uni-
versity a basketball program that every-
one could be proud of.”

The coaching wheels continued to spin
at other schools in the wake of the re-
cently completed college basketball sea-
son.

The fallout at Virginia continued fol-
lowing Jeff Jones’ departure. Pete Gillen
got the Virginia job, leaving Providence
available for Tim Welsh, who moved up
from Iona. Welsh’s old job is expected to
go to assistant Jeff Ruland.

Welsh was introduced as Providence’s
fifth coach in 12 years, and takes a step
up in leagues from the Metro Atlantic

Conference to the Big East.
“It’s been a dream of mine to go to the

highest level,” he said. “To be in the Big
East at such a great academic and athlet-
ic school is a super opportunity.”

Welsh had a 70-22 record in three years
at Iona, taking the Gaels to the NCAA
tournament for the first time in 13 years
this season. He received a seven-year
contract from Providence.

While Welsh was being hired at Provi-
dence, Gillen was introduced at Virginia.
Gillen leaves a team that was 13-16 and
moves to one that was 11-19 and loses its
two best players, Curtis Staples and Nor-
man Nolan, to graduation. In nine years
at Xavier and the past four at Providence,
Gillen had a 274-128 record.

“I have not seen the (Virginia) team
play this year,” Gillen said of the Cava-
liers. “I was too busy in a fox hole with a
helmet on my head in Providence.”

At Iowa, Tom Davis said he would re-
tire after next season, the final year of his
10-year contract. Davis’ team was 20-11
this season, but was eliminated early
from the NIT.

Texas, Arizona State keep on looking

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Because a
few players trashed their rooms at the
Nagano Games and have yet to admit it,
the men’s hockey team will not be invit-
ed along with other U.S. Winter Olympic
athletes to a White House reception this
month.

The top officials of the U.S. Olympic
Committee announced the exclusion of
the hockey team on Thursday.

The gesture is largely symbolic since
most of the team would be unable to at-
tend the April 28 event because of the
NHL playoffs.

“It’s an admonishment,” said Dave
Ogrean, executive director of USA Hock-
ey. “When the USOC has this celebra-
tion, they want it to be a positive one.
They want it to celebrate the Jonny
Mosleys, the Tara Lapinskis, the Picabo
Streets, the women’s hockey team.”

The announcement came as USOC
members gathered for this weekend’s
meeting, their first since the Nagano
Games.

“We do not think it appropriate that the
hockey team be invited to the White
House because it would detract from the
truly great achievements which occurred
by various athletes in Nagano,” USOC
president Bill Hybl said.

The event in Washington includes a
White House reception with President
Clinton, appearances by Olympic ath-
letes at area schools and a gala banquet
attended by many members of Congress.

Hybl and USOC executive director
Dick Schultz would not rule out further
action against the hockey team.

Some USOC members are pushing for
a ban on the hockey players from future
Olympic competition.

“I wouldn’t predict what else there
would be, but I don’t think you’re going
to see much action until maybe after the
NHL season is over,” Schultz said.

The USOC has been especially upset
that the players involved have not identi-
fied themselves.

Trashed rooms cost icers time
with Clinton at White House

Attorney says cager
will be cleared

FRESNO, Calif. (AP) — A defense
attorney pledged to clear a Fresno State
basketball recruit of charges that he and
another player used a gun and samurai
swords to threaten, assault and rob a
man.

Center Avondre Jones and Kenny
Brunner, recruited as a point guard for
next season, were charged Thursday
with felony counts of making threats
and assaulting Collin DeForrest with a
deadly weapon. They also were ac-
cused of robbing DeForrest.

Jones also was charged with using a
firearm to threaten DeForrest, and
Brunner was charged with using a
sword as a dangerous weapon.

Finally, Jones was accused of pos-
sessing marijuana, which District At-
torney Ed Hunt said investigators found
in Jones’ apartment.

Both players have said they are inno-
cent. Arraignment is scheduled April
16.

“We’re going to defend Brunner to
the fullest,” said Brunner’s attorney,
Michael Garagozian.
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By Associated Press
Juan Gonzalez is ready for an April to

remember. He’d just as soon forget the
last one.

A healthy Gonzalez capped a 10-run
seventh inning with a grand
slam Thursday night as the
Texas Rangers amassed a
club-record 23 hits in a 20-
4 rout of the Chicago White
Sox.
Last season, Gonzalez
missed the first month of

the season with a torn thumb ligament,
yet still had 42 homers and 134 RBIs.

In his first two games, the 27-year-old
slugger is 4-for-9 (.444) with five RBIs.
A sound Gonzalez could mean the
Rangers are set to sound off at the plate.

When Gonzalez hit his homer off left-
hander Tom Fordham, the Ballpark at Ar-
lington scoreboard flashed the greeting
“Dale un beso y adios,” which means
“Kiss it goodbye.”

“In the seventh inning, I got tired get-

ting up off the bench and giving high
fives going to the end of the dugout,”
Mike Simms, one of five Rangers who
homered, said. “It was fun. Everybody
got into the act.”

The other home runs were hit by Kevin
Elster, Ivan Rodriguez and Lee Stevens
as the Rangers knocked around five
Chicago pitchers. During the big seventh
inning, Todd Rizzo made a major league
debut he’d rather forget — he faced six
batters and allowed six runs on four hits
and two walks.

“The Rangers got on a roll and we
couldn’t get them out,” White Sox man-
ager Jerry Manuel said.

In other games, it was Baltimore 4,
Kansas City 3; Tampa Bay 7, Detroit 1;
Minnesota 3, Toronto 2; Boston 6, Oak-
land 3; and Anaheim 10, the New York
Yankees 2.

The Rangers scored their most runs
since a 26-7 win over Baltimore on April
19, 1996. Aaron Sele (1-0) allowed four
runs — two earned — in five inning.s.

Gonzalez, Rangers
slam White Sox

By Associated Press
Mark McGwire was the

first to admit he can’t
keep up this pace.

“It’s just one game at a
time, there’s
a long ways
to go,” he
said Thurs-
day after his
t h r e e - r u n
homer in the
12th inning

gave the St. Louis Cardi-
nals an 8-5 victory over
the Los Angeles Dodgers.

A year after hitting 58
homers — the most since
Roger Maris’ record 61 in
1961 — McGwire is 4-
for-8 in his first two
games, with seven RBIs
and three walks. On open-
ing day, he broke a score-
less tie with a grand slam.

“You know anything is

possible,” manager Tony
La Russa said. “Is that
amazing? You don’t ever
take him for granted.”

In other NL games, Col-
orado beat Arizona 6-4,
Milwaukee beat Atlanta 8-
6 in 11 innings, Chicago
beat Florida 8-7, Pitts-
burgh beat Montreal 4-3,
Cincinnati beat San Diego
5-1, Philadelphia beat
New York 6-5 and San
Francisco beat Houston 9-
2.

At St. Louis, Juan
Acevedo (1-0) beat out an
infield hit against Frank
Lankford (0-1) with one
out in the 12th and took
second on a wild throw by
second baseman Eric
Young, his third error of
the game. Royce Clayton
was hit in the forearm
with a pitch before Mc-

Gwire homered.
“He’s pitchable,”

Dodgers manager Bill
Russell said. “We struck
him out a couple of times.
When you keep the ball
down, you can get him.
But when you pitch him
high, he kills you.”

Rockies 6, 
Diamondbacks 4
Dante Bichette hit a

three-run homer in the
sixth, and Colorado
opened with a three-game
sweep at Phoenix. Ellis
Burks and Greg Colbrunn
also homered for the
Rockies, who outscored
the expansion Diamond-
backs 21-6 in the series
and outhit the Diamond-
backs 38-20.

Pedro Astacio (1-0) al-
lowed four runs and eight
hits in 5 1/3 innings.

Cards’ McGwire starts off with a bang

Three enter
innocent pleas
in gambling probe

CHICAGO (AP) — Two former
Northwestern University athletes and a
suspected bookie have pleaded inno-
cent in a betting scandal that has em-
barrassed the Big Ten’s most academi-
cally prestigious school.

Brian Ballarini, a former football
player at Northwestern; Dewey
Williams, a former Wildcats basketball
player; and Brian Irving, who allegedly
ran a bookmaking operation on the col-
lege campus, entered their pleas Thurs-
day in U.S. District Court.

Ballarini, who was charged in a sepa-
rate indictment, also was charged with
threatening former basketball player
Kenneth Dion Lee to get him to pay
gambling debts.

Lee, also a suspect in the point-shav-
ing case and one of two cooperating
with federal prosecutors in the case, has
been scheduled for arraignment April
20 on charges that he and Williams
fixed three Big Ten games in the winter
of 1995.

Williams, Irving and Ballarini were
released Thursday on their own recog-
nizance with judges setting a $4,500
bond for each.

This was not Lee’s first brush with
gambling trouble. Prosecutors say he
had just come off a suspension from the
basketball team for gambling in De-
cember 1994, the same month adminis-
trators at the university in suburban
Evanston handed the results of their in-
ternal gambling investigation to federal
agents.

Irving and another accused gambler,
Kevin Pendergast, a former kicker at
Notre Dame who led the Irish in scor-
ing in 1993, allegedly placed bets on
Northwestern’s opponents and persuad-
ed others to do so at casinos in Las Ve-
gas and Reno, federal prosecutors say.
The two are accused of then conspiring
to fix games.

Both Irving and Pendergast now live
in California, authorities said. Pender-
gast is set to appear on the charges next
Thursday.

Pendergast and Lee — who told au-
thorities he agreed to the point-shaving
scheme because of pressure to pay
gambling debts — are cooperating with
investigators.
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